
ASTU400K: PROSTITUTION AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES 
 
Course Facilitators 

• Kate Beck- katembeck@hotmail.com 
• Kathryn Hutchins- kathrynhutchins@comcast.net  

 
Faculty Sponsor 

• Dr. Neil Guppy- guppy@mail.ubc.ca  
 
 
Course Content 
This course will provide students with an understanding of prostitution and human trafficking from 
legal, economic, and sociological perspectives. Through guest lectures, presentations, 
documentaries, field trips and personal accounts, students will be introduced to theory, which will 
then be applied to different case studies in Cambodia, Mozambique, the Middle East, Holland and 
Canada. 
 
 
Course Structure/Format 

• Role of coordinators 
o provide articles, choose general themes of discussion for each week, provide 

assignment topics, provide rubrics and marking guidelines  
o Communicate with Course Facilitator (Dr. Guppy) 
o Complete readings and assignments, participate in peer grading, actively 

participate in class discussions 
• Role of the Students 

o Provide constructive feedback about readings, discussion topics, assignments 
and other concerns to the course coodinators  

o Complete readings and come prepared for each class to ensure that you can 
fully participate in class discussion  

o Complete assignments, and peer-grade other students’ assignments 
• The structure of the class 

o First Half of Semester: Theory  
o Second Half of Semester: Case Studies (1 per week) 
o 3 hour class discussions once a week (Wed 3-6 BuchD 208) 

 
Assignments: 

• Policy Recommendation Paper- 40% 
o The final paper  will be a policy recommendation to the Canadian Government 

on how to improve the existing system for regulating prostitution OR a policy 
recommendation to another state government in regards to that country’s sex 
or human trafficking industry 

• Orignal plus revised perspective- 15% 
o The purpose of this exercise will be to compare theoretical approaches to 

understanding the nature of prostitution and the sex trade (learned in the 



beginning of the course)  versus approaches after having gained knowledge 
from in depth case studies which illuminate further complexities 

o The first response will be written in class after the theory portion of the class 
(1st week of October) and the final response will be a take-home reflection in 
the final weeks of class. Both responses will touch on the causes, solutions 
and implications of prostitution and the sex trade 

• In class participation- 45% 
o Attendance- 10% (if more than one class is missed then this will result in a 0% 

for attendance) 
o In-class presentations throughout semester- 15% 
o General particiaption based on scores at three different points in semester- 

15% 
o Completion of peer grading- 5% 

• How will the assignments be evaluated? 
o A detailed rubric will be created for each assignment including class 

participation  
o At three points during the semester students will give their peers a score on 

their general participation in class discussion and debates, which will be 
factored into the participation grade. 

o All assigments will be peer evaluated by three other students and given the 
averaged grade. If there is a compliant with a grade Dr. Guppy will grade the 
assignment. 

 

Week 1: Jan 8-Introduction 
• Introduction, outline of syllabus and course objectives 
• Disclaimer/discussion on the contraversial nature of this course 
• Defining the Topic  

o What is prostitution?  
o What is human trafficking?  

• Watch Selling the Girl Next Door (45 min documentary on prostitution and human 
trafficking in the US) 

o Discuss 
 
Week 2: Jan 15-Prostitution 

• Class Activity: class will be divided into two groups, one representing sexworkers and 
one representing customers. Readings will be assigned in week 1, then presentations 
will be given, followed by discussion 

• Who are the sexworkers?  
o Supply-side perspective 
o Causes of entry into prostitution and consequences (physcological and  

• Who are the customers? 
o Demand-side perspective 
o Causes and consequences of  

• The sex industry’s role in society and as a market 



o Stakeholders; government, communities where the sex industry takes place, 
families, religious insititutions 

o How the sex trade is influenced by local and global economies, ex. 2008 
Economic Crisis 

• Readings to be done prior to class: 
o Best Practices to Address the Demand Side of Sex Trafficking Donna Hughes 

pg 1-25 
o Sex Workers in Europe Manifesto 
o Everyone- Prostitution: A Feminist Ethical Analysis Karen Peterson-Iyer  

 
Week 3: Jan 22- Human Trafficking in the Sex Industry 

• Class Activity: Discussion on the following topics 
• Trafficking vs. Smuggling 

o The definition of Trafficking defined by the Polermo protocol  
o Different forms of exploitation  

• Root Causes of Trafficking 
• Perspectives: Human rights perspective, criminal justice perspective, women’s rights 

persective, immigration perspective, economic perspective 
• Solutions: Discuss NGO Not For Sale  
• Reading to be done prior to class:  

o The Experts Group on Trafficking in Human Beings, Brussels, 22 December 2004, 
pg 47-58 

o The Trafficking in Persons Report 2013 
Presentations: Each student researches a case of trafficking from an area they are from or have a 
connection to, discuss as a class 
 
Week 4: Jan 29- Legality 

• Class Activity: Students divided into three groups researching the Dutch, Swedish and 
Canadian models assigned in week 3. Class discussion facilitated through short debates 

o Dutch model of legalization 
o the Swedish model of Criminalizing the Customer 
o the Canadian model of quasi-legality  

• consequences of different legal frameworks on safety, health, economic security, 
contributions to GDP 

• consequences of legal frameworks on Human Trafficking  
• Possible Guest Lecturer: Janine Benedet from UBC Law School currently researching 

reforms to Canada’s prostitution legislation 
o If not possible include a reading on the current situation about prostitution in 

Canada  
• Reading to be done prior to class: State, Sexuality and the Market, Elizabeth Bernstein 

plus others TBD 
 
 
Case Study Discussion for week 5-9 
 
Week 5: Feb 5- Holland: Role of civil society 



• Points of discussion 
o fostering a culture of tolerance and acceptance 
o Role of NGOs- watch video on La Strada International’s Compensation project 
o Role of law enforcement  
o Integrating the sex industry into the urban environment, specifically in Amsterdam 

• Assigned Readings 
o When Sex Becomes Work Mariska Majoor and others TBD 

 
Week 6: Feb 12- Mozambique: Impact of colonialization and capitalism on the sex trade 

• Guest Lecture: Dr. Vinay Kamat from Anthropology/African Studies Department 
• Points of discussion 

o How prostitution and trafficking has evolved since the introduction of colonialism 
and capitalism in Mozambique  

o How prostitution is viewed by people in Mozambique (for example women think 
prostitution is having a few rich boyfriends, are shocked when they reach Europe 
and face the reality of what prostitution entails) 

• Watch Ted Talk: Patient Capitalism by Jaqueline Novogratz 
o Discuss how charity and capitalism can create solutions 

• Assigned Reading: Manjate, Rosa “Lovers, Hookers and Wives.” and others TBD 
 
Week 7: Feb 26- Cambodia: Cultural understandings of prostitution and gender roles 

• Discuss historical legacy of Cambodia and the Khmer Rouge in order to understand 
context of the book and gender roles in society 

• Assigned Reading:  
o The Road of Lost Innocence Somaly Mam 
o Background reading on Khmer Rouge and Cambodian history 

• Questions to consider when reading The Road of Lost Innocence for in class discussion 
• How are women (not in prostitution) viewed in Cambodia? Explain the gender roles in 

Cambodia based on the information in the book.   
• Is prostitution legal in Cambodia? What seems to be the common view on prostitutes ? 

Are prostitutes in Cambodia stigmatized? If so, please explain how/in what ways. 
• Does it make any difference to the perception of a prostitute if she is trafficked? Does 

this tell you anything about the role of men, women and children, in society and how 
they interact in Cambodia?   

• Has the book had any impact on your view on prostitution? How? Why?  
• Which aspects of Somaly's personal story or the stories of the girls she writes about 

affected you? Why and in what way? 
 
Week 8: Mar 5- Prostitution in the Middle East and conflicts within Islam 

• Points of discussion 
o Discuss role and status of women in the Middle East 
o Discuss how prostitution is viewed in Islam, both historically and currently  
o Discuss temporary marriages, young brides 

• Assigned Readings: TBD 
o “Sexuality and Islam” Abdessamad Diaimy 



o “Trafficking in persons, especially women and children, in countries of the Middle 
East: the scope of the probem and the appropriate legislative responses” MY 
Mattar 

 
Week 9: March 12- Vancouver: Sex Work and Human Trafficking during World Events 
Guest Lecture: Annalee Lepp   

• Points of Discussion 
o Prostitution and human trafficking during 2010 Winter Olympics 
o Prostitution in the downtown Eastside  

• Assigned Readings 
o “Repeat Performance? Human Trafficking and the 2010 Vancouver Winter 

Olympic Games” Annalee Lepp and others TBD 
 
Week 10: March 19- Study tour with Swan Society Vancouver 

• Revised refelction due 
 
Week 11: March 26- New forms of prostitution- Internet solicitation 

• Points to discuss 
o How can the Internet be regulated? 
o Should it be regulated? 
o Who is responsible? 
o Anonymity of the buyer/seller 
o Influence on trafficking/pimping 

• Class Activity 
o Research escort sites to familiarize ourselves with the scale of the new form of 

solicitation  
• Peer grading of reflections 
• Assigned Readings 

o “Policing the Virtual Red Light District: A Legislative Solution to the Problems of 
Internet Prostitution and Sex Trafficking” Abby R. Perer 

 
Week 12: April 2-  Solutions  

• Class Activity 
o Students will pick out of a hat one of the following roles and be placed into pairs or 

small groups: NGO, UN, Canadian government, law enforcement, us as students 
o Each group will then provide a solution to prostitution and trafficking in the 

Canadian context from the perspective of their chosen actor 
• Open discussion 

o Think about solutions in local, national, international contexts 
• Last hour to be allotted for peer grading of final papers as well as revised reflection pieces  
•  (Paper due this week) 

 
Week 13: April 9- Presentations and final peer grading session 

• presentations- 1 hour 
• peer grading- 2 hours 

 



Student Directed Seminars Program 2013-2014 
 
This page has been inserted into the course syllabus at the request of the Advisory Committee that 
oversees the Student Directed Seminars program. 
 
The Student Directed Seminars program is intended to provide senior undergraduate students with 
added opportunities to learn in small, collaborative, group-oriented experiences. It is also the 
program’s goal to ensure participants, as members of a self-directed group, have a high degree of 
control over their own learning experience. The UBC program is modeled on an established 
student-directed seminar program at the University of California at Berkeley.  
 
The program works as follows: A student (or group of students) in their third or fourth year of 
undergraduate study, proposes a course not currently offered at UBC. Proposals go to an Advisory 
Committee for review and if the proposal looks feasible, the committee encourages further 
development. The student proceeds to develop a course outline under the guidance of their faculty 
sponsor (or in some cases, multiple faculty sponsors). Student coordinators also have the benefit 
of a preparation training program, conducted by the Centre for Student Involvement & Careers and 
campus partners such as the Centre for Teaching, Learning and Technology.  The Student 
Directed Seminar Advisory Committee considers course outlines for final approval. If approved, the 
student-initiated course is advertised to the general student body. All upper-level students are 
eligible to participate, but applicants are subject to a selection process. Normally the minimum 
enrolment for each class is eight, the maximum fifteen.  
 
The Student Coordinator is not an instructor. The coordinator's role is that of a facilitator. S/he is 
responsible for organizing the learning resources, such as guest lectures, reading materials, and 
films to be used in the class.  The Student Coordinator also sets the parameters of course content, 
structure, and evaluation procedures in conjunction with a Faculty Sponsor. The participants have 
an important role in refining the details of all of these elements during the first classes of the term.   
 
The entire class is responsible to one another for ensuring that the learning experience has a 
quality and richness that benefits everyone.  Ultimately the faculty sponsor is responsible for the 
grades that are submitted for this course. 
 
This course is subject to the normal rules and regulations, as appropriate, which apply to all UBC 
courses. 
 
More details about the SDS program are available at the following URL: 
www.studentdirectedseminars.ubc.ca.   
 
Please contact the Centre for Student Involvement & Careers by phone at 604-822-9805, should 
you have any questions. Further contact information is forthcoming.  


